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PUBLIC GUIDE - COMPLETE VERSION

OSGrid Regions: Simulator
Connection,

Claim, Free Allowance, Regional
Service Fee,

Payment and Transition
Explanatory document for residents, Greeters, associations and

Hosters

Regional payment: this is not a donation
Payment for a region is a regional service fee linked to use of the service. It is not a
charitable donation and must not be presented as a charitable contribution. Regional
payments are made only through the secure website using PayPal.

Donations: separate channel
For any voluntary donation to OSGrid, use Zeffy. A regional payment must not be
used or presented as a donation.

Progressive implementation
When the new system is applied, one month of free access will be granted to all
existing regions so that everyone has time to understand the new operation and
adapt to it.

Version: 28 September 2026

Consolidated version 1.2 - concise legal framework at the end of the document
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1. Essential rules
Topic Rule

Region up to 512 x 512 May qualify for the standard free allowance.

Region exceeding 512 x 512 Loses the right to the free allowance and becomes
billable.

Other billable region 1 USD/month, regardless of size.

Normal resident Pays billable regions in advance.

Payment PayPal only, through the secure website. No other
payment method is accepted for regions.

PayPal account You do not need to open a PayPal account to pay
through the PayPal platform when PayPal offers a
no-account payment option for the transaction.

Donation A regional payment is never a donation and must not
be presented as a deductible charitable contribution.
Donations go through Zeffy.

Unpaid fee Teleportation is suspended; IAR/OAR remain valid and
nothing is lost solely because payment is overdue.
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2. Connecting a simulator: the complete
path
•  Enable simulator access on the resident account.
•  Start the region with the simulator.
•  Retrieve the Claim code displayed in the OpenSim console.
•  Log in to the resident account that must be associated with the region.
•  Use "Link a region" and enter the Claim code.
•  Once the Claim is validated, the region is linked to the account.
•  Then determine whether the region is free or billable.
•  If it is billable, pay the covered period in advance.
•  Keep current IAR/OAR backups.

Claim != payment
The Claim answers: "Which account is associated with this region?" Payment
answers: "Is the region financially covered for the period?" A region can therefore be
correctly claimed while still having a later payment obligation.
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3. The Claim system at startup
1 - Start the simulator
At startup, the simulator prepares the region connection and displays a Claim code
in the OpenSim console.

2 - Copy the Claim code
The code must be copied exactly. Do not replace the Claim code with the region
UUID.

3 - Log in to the correct account
The resident must use the OSGrid account that should actually be associated with
the region.

4 - Link a region
In region management, enter the Claim code. The system finds the region matching
the code.

5 - Validation
When the Claim is valid, the region is linked to the authenticated resident account.
The code is consumed and cannot be reused.

6 - Expired Claim
The Claim is temporary. If it expires, restart the region to obtain a new code.
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4. Standard free allowance and exceptions
512 x 512
A region within 512 x 512 may qualify for the standard free allowance.

Above 512 x 512
As soon as a region exceeds 512 x 512, it loses the right to the free allowance.

Other regions
Each other billable region costs 1 USD per month, regardless of size.

Greeters
A Greeter may receive up to 3 free regions in return for their assistance, according
to the terms applicable to the Greeter program. This benefit does not automatically
make other regions free.

Declared associations
A formally declared association may request entry into a free-allowance
arrangement. It must be able to provide documents/supporting evidence
establishing its status, and the free allowance must be accepted within the
applicable framework.

Community-useful regions
OSGrid may grant a free allowance for a region considered useful to everyone. This
decision is solely at OSGrid's discretion, and the free allowance may be revoked at
any time without a requirement to provide justification.
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5. Special rules for Hosters
Every started region is due
For a Hoster, every started region is due. Simply calling a region a "test" does not
make it free.

How to test correctly
Tests must be carried out using the UUID of the free test region designated for
testing. Do not start other regions and then use a test designation to avoid billing.
•  Free test region -> use its UUID for tests.
•  Other started region -> payment is due.
•  A region does not become free retroactively because it was used for only a few
minutes.
•  Hoster status does not create a general payment exemption.
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6. Regional payment: a service fee, not a
donation
Nature of the payment
The amount requested for a region is a mandatory payment linked to the regional
service. It is not a donation to OSGrid.

•  It is not voluntary when a region is billable.
•  It is not treated as a charitable contribution.
•  It is not treated as a charitable donation for deduction purposes.
•  It must never be booked or presented as a donation to OSGrid.
•  A resident cannot request that a regional payment be converted into a donation.

To make a donation
Any voluntary donation to OSGrid must go through Zeffy. The donation channel is
therefore completely separate from the regional payment channel.
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7. Payment: PayPal only
One payment method
Regional payments are made only through the secure website using PayPal.

No other payment method
No other payment method will be accepted for regional payments. Regional
payment must go through the PayPal payment flow integrated into the website.

Do I need a PayPal account?
No. You do not need to open a PayPal account to pay through the PayPal platform
when a no-account payment option is offered for the transaction.

Why PayPal?
PayPal is widely available internationally and supports many payment forms
depending on the country and the options offered at checkout. The objective is to
provide one secure payment channel that is widely accessible.

Important
The specific options offered by PayPal may depend on the country, currency,
transaction and available payment methods. OSGrid does not add another payment
method for regions.
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8. Advance payment for residents
A normal resident must pay billable regions in advance in order to have a valid
covered period.
•  A billable region must have a paid coverage period.
•  Payment is made through PayPal on the secure website.
•  Renewal must be completed before the end of the covered period.
•  A new billable region must not be considered free simply because it has just been
created.

Late payment
Late payment may result in teleportation being suspended. This suspension is a
service restriction; it does not mean that the region or backups are destroyed.

IAR/OAR
IAR and OAR backups remain valid even when payment is overdue. Backups do not
become invalid simply because an invoice is late.
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9. Hoster billing
The Hoster model is separate from advance payment by a normal resident.

When does the Hoster see the amount?
The provider/Hoster sees in their account, on the 6th of the following month, the
amount corresponding to the regions they hosted.

Statement/invoice
A statement/invoice is provided in the user account so that the Hoster can see the
regions included and the corresponding amount.

Example
Regions hosted during September result in a statement visible on 6 October.
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10. Transition when the system goes live
One month free for existing regions
When the new system is officially applied, all existing regions will receive one month
of free access. This transition period allows everyone to understand the system,
check their account, update their regions and establish the new routine.

What this period allows
•  Discover the new rules without immediate billing.
•  Check region sizes.
•  Identify regions that must be paid.
•  Update account information.
•  Check Claims and associations.
•  For Hosters, identify the test region and the regions actually started.
•  Prepare the first PayPal payment for billable regions.

After the transition month
At the end of the free period, the normal rules apply: free allowance up to 512 x 512
under the applicable conditions, 1 USD/month per billable region, advance payment
by residents, and regional payment exclusively through PayPal.
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11. Concrete examples
Case Treatment

One 512 x 512 region May remain within the standard free allowance.

One 1024 x 1024 region Exceeds 512 x 512: 1 USD/month.

Two additional regions 1 USD/month each if billable.

Greeter with 3 regions Up to 3 regions free according to Greeter program
terms.

Declared association Free allowance possible after supporting
documents are provided and accepted.

Community-useful region Free allowance possible at OSGrid's discretion;
revocable at any time without justification.

Hoster: test region Use the UUID of the designated free test region.

Hoster: other started region It is due, even if declared a "test".

Resident late payment Teleportation suspended; IAR/OAR remain valid.

Regional payment PayPal only through the secure website.

Voluntary donation Zeffy; never the regional payment channel.
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12. FAQ
Is the regional payment a donation?
No. It is a regional payment/fee linked to the region. It is not treated as a charitable donation
and must not be presented as a donation to OSGrid.

Can I pay for a region by another method than PayPal?
No. Regional payment is made exclusively through the secure website using PayPal.

Must I create a PayPal account?
No. You do not need to open a PayPal account when PayPal permits no-account payment for
the transaction concerned.

How do I make a donation to OSGrid?
Use Zeffy. Do not make a donation through the regional payment flow.

Is a 512 x 512 region always free?
It may qualify for the standard free allowance. Special regimes may also apply depending on
the region status.

Does a 512 x 513 region remain free?
No. It exceeds 512 x 512 and loses the right to the free allowance.

Can a Hoster test any region for free?
No. The Hoster must use the UUID of the designated free test region. Any other started
region is due.

What happens if payment is overdue?
Teleportation is suspended. IAR/OAR remain valid and nothing is lost solely because payment
is overdue.

When does the new billing start for existing regions?
When the system is implemented, one month of free access will be granted to all existing
regions to allow the transition.
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13. Final summary to remember
1 - Claim
Start -> retrieve the Claim code -> enter it from the correct resident account -> region linked.

2 - Size
Up to 512 x 512: free allowance framework. Above it: loss of free allowance.

3 - Other regions
Each additional billable region: 1 USD/month, regardless of size.

4 - Resident
Advance payment for billable regions.

5 - PayPal
Regional payment only through PayPal on the secure website. No other method.

6 - Donation
Regional payment is never a donation and must not be presented as a deductible charitable contribution.
Donations go through Zeffy.

7 - Unpaid fee
Teleportation suspended, but IAR/OAR remain valid and there is no data loss solely because payment is
overdue.

8 - Greeter
Up to 3 regions free according to program terms.

9 - Association
Free allowance possible for a declared association after supporting documents and acceptance.

10 - Community region
Free allowance possible at OSGrid's sole discretion, revocable at any time without justification.

11 - Hoster
Every started region is due. Tests use the UUID of the designated free region.

12 - Transition
One month free for all existing regions when the system is implemented.

Legal framework - version 1.2

OFFICIAL DOCUMENT
Official version of the OSGrid region billing rules.
Adoption and effective date: 28 September 2026
Issued on behalf of OSGrid - version 1.0

For OSGrid
Authorized signature

OSGrid
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LEGAL FRAMEWORK - SUMMARY
Added at the end of the regulation - OSGrid, Inc. - 28 September 2026

1. Nature of the regional service fee
The amount due for a region is a regional service fee linked to the service and is not a public
tax. It is not a donation to OSGrid and must not be presented as a charitable contribution.
Voluntary donations use a separate channel.

2. Financial purpose
The service fee contributes to funding the infrastructure and services necessary for OSGrid's
operation: servers, software, maintenance, operations and continuity of services. Its purpose
also includes supporting a financially sustainable structure by contributing toward current
and foreseeable costs and avoiding long-term dependence on insufficient or structurally
deficit financing. It is intended for the corporation's purposes and not for the distribution of
private profit.

3. Nonprofit framework
The Articles of Incorporation and the By-Laws published by OSGrid provide for a Texas
nonprofit organization whose revenues and assets are dedicated to the corporation's
purposes rather than the personal benefit of directors, officers or private persons, subject to
reasonable compensation permitted for services rendered to the corporation.

4. Governance and compliance
The Board of Directors is responsible for managing the affairs of the corporation, subject to
the Texas Business Organizations Code, the Articles of Incorporation and the By-Laws.
Financial operations and records must be maintained in accordance with applicable
requirements. The federal Section 501(c)(3) framework includes, in particular, compliance
with exempt purposes, prohibition of unjustified private benefit and no participation in
political campaign activity.

5. Scope of this page
This summary accompanies the public regulation. In case of conflict, the Articles of
Incorporation, the By-Laws, applicable Texas law and applicable federal law of the United
States prevail. Any normative amendment to this regulation must be adopted in accordance
with the governance procedure applicable to OSGrid, Inc.

Documentary bases
•  OSGrid By-Laws - governance, finances and operation of the corporation:
https://wiki.osgrid.org/index.php/By-Laws
•  OSGrid Articles of Incorporation - nonprofit status, purpose, infrastructure funding and
dissolution: https://wiki.osgrid.org/index.php/Articles
•  OSGrid About - nonprofit/501(c)(3) status and infrastructure funding:
https://wiki.osgrid.org/index.php/About
•  Texas Business Organizations Code, Chapter 22 - nonprofit corporations:
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/BO/pdf/BO.22.pdf
•  IRS - Exemption requirements / 501(c)(3): https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/charita
ble-organizations/exemption-requirements-501c3-organizations



